Christchurch 1993 ALT text

Clip 1: Diana, Baroness Maddock, interviewed by Isobel White, C1503/0157

‘I still remember the first press conference. Chris Rennard was my agent, he said “Diana, don’t worry.” We had won Newbury just a few weeks before [...] And he said “Oh when David Rendal [victor at Newbury] did it they just wanted a few facts about you” and so on […] I remember it was being held in a Chinese restaurant […] And the room was absolutely full! Everyone and their grandmother were there. There was every national paper was there. All the media, all the channels, all the local – we had quite a lot of local radio and TV in those days. Everybody was there. I thought “Oh God”. I got a question from Patrick Wintour at the Guardian about the PSBR, the public sector borrowing requirement, and I thought “Oh God.” He did report the day after that I had answered adequately, which was quite a relief.’

Clip 2: Robert, Lord Hayward, interviewed by Elaine Tedder, C1503/0198 

‘Somebody in the audience of about three, four hundred stood up and asked me a question in Afrikaans, and I replied to it in Afrikaans. […] And then had to explain to the whole audience what had just happened because nobody else in the hall had a clue what the hell was going on. I have a feeling that may well actually have been very helpful to my selection […] Not only my truthfulness, but because I laughed and answered in Afrikaans, then spontaneously explained to the audience what had just happened […] Yeah, and then I got absolutely mullered in the by-election, it was an awful experience: one of the most awful experiences of my whole life I think.’ 

Clip 3: Robert, Lord Hayward, interviewed by Elaine Tedder, C1503/0198 

‘The Tory party actually had terrible trouble dealing with it. […] They didn’t know what to do, what to say. They didn’t know whether to keep it secret, they didn’t know whether to make it public. They just didn’t know. And that in many ways made it worse, I was being pushed from pillar to post. It didn’t in itself impact the by-election, because it didn’t become public. But it impacted my life during the by-election, because I kept being asked questions. […] In those days you had a press conference every morning. Journalists were sent down by the national media and lived in Christchurch for the whole time. Jo-Anne [Nadler – press officer] would tell me what the latest gossip was, and I could tell her the truth […] But the amazing thing about it was, all the stories that Jo-Anne got were all wrong, other than the fact that I was probably gay.’

Clip 4: Diana, Baroness Maddock, interviewed by Isobel White, C1503/0157

‘Then you’re thrust in front of the cameras, and although I – we’d sort of thought through what we might do if this – it looked as if this might happen. And I remember, and I’ve watched the take of it, there was one point, where I’m standing there making my little speech, and I suddenly thought “why am I standing here?” and I can’t remember what I am doing […] It must have been very momentary because it doesn’t actually show . […] but  I didn’t get any sleep that night, it was just unbelievable, I had to do all sorts of things the next day.’
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