Arthur Latham and the Rise of the Labour Left
Transcripts

CLIP 1 Arthur Latham interviewed by Andrea Hertz

…In Woodford they had a strange tradition which was that at the count the candidates, and the returning officer, sat in the middle of the big hall, and nobody else was allowed in there. So I had this two hours with Churchill. And he was very old, really having a trouble breathing… effort. And he would take part in a conversation with his wife interpreting what he was trying to say. And he’d mutter a few words and then his cigar would light up and you’d know he was still breathing. You know. It was a really strange experience…


…He wasn’t discourteous, no. He wasn’t unfriendly. I’d been unfriendly to him outside because he’d only been to… I took a car with a loud speaker welcoming him to the constituency for the third time in the whole of the campaign. I mean he just wasn’t fit to run the campaign…


CLIP 2 Arthur Latham interviewed by Andrea Hertz 

….But when it came to… I’ve always argued that if you wanted to have on a local Labour Group… if you want… if you’re going to have a whipping system there’s nothing wrong at all in people accepting a majority decision. And you vote with your colleagues and then you combine your votes and whoever had… you know… becomes the view of the group officially. But when I got the House of Commons I discovered… and I don’t think this has ever been made as clear as it should have been… that the whip is all the labour MPs deciding what their collective view is, it’s what the government says it is. So the government actually controls the whip and that’s a completely different principle and whereas you can defend collectivism if it is collective. To have a collective that only a few people… seems to me quite a different argument. So that being whipped is… doesn’t… and that became especially evident over the votes on the Common Market. We managed to get a majority in the Parliamentary Party against what the government wanted. And the government whip was not changed because they said, you know, ‘the party doesn’t control the whip. It’s the…’ which I don’t think anybody, unless they’re very well informed, knows about it. I think they always assume that the whipping is a fair thing because you get your own say. But you don’t get your own say. We actually had majorities which the government decided to ignore.


CLIP 3 Arthur Latham interviewed by Andrea Hertz 

…Well I was chairman of Tribune Group at least for a year or two. Although we voted against the government as blocks we also were blocks to keep the governments going, that we couldn’t be voted out. And in that way we were giving the whips a service and we stayed for nights to get government business… when we had a Labour government… get government business through that wasn’t being very hotly contested. And at the same time we would select… particularly on the problem of unemployment, we would put up motions of our own and vote as a block. But in terms of the daily workload we did more of our share than many others did… 

…But it was particular votes… So we were very selective about that things that we voted against because we obviously didn’t want to bring the government down. But at the same time we wanted to make the government sort of sit up. So it was always this delicate balance between voting one way and voting another…




