CLIP 1: Betty Boothroyd by Mike Greenwood, 1.18.54- 1.19.35 

You see you get advice from the clerks as to what is possible, in terms of amendments, whether they are within the scope of the bill and this sort of thing. On the whole that advice is, well – the advice is usually very good, on the whole I would follow that advice because I could see they were making sense. But there were times when, only a couple of times I think, when I didn’t – I had to reject that advice. Now that is a very lonely, very difficult position to take. There was once or twice, when I was in that beautiful house that I had there, overlooking the Thames, I would look through the windows at the Thames flowing by, and wonder if I had made the right decision. I always did make the right decision, but it was a very lonely decision.

CLIP 2: Betty Boothroyd by Mike Greenwood, [45.40-46.45] 

Well I remember my maiden speech […] It was about West Bromwich of course, it was about the foundry industry, it was about the iron beams in the town hall, which had been made in the constituency. It was all about the constituency because I think it’s old-fashioned or traditional, I’m a traditionalist in many ways. A maiden speech must be about a constituency, it must be non-controversial, non-political, and about the constituency. That was what it was about. I was scared to death, I was absolutely terrified. I remember going to Geoffrey de Freitas, who had employed me at one stage, he was still a member of parliament. He and his wife had a flat close by. Helen, his wife, who was sweet person to me. She knew I was scared and she said ‘come and have a sandwich or a bit of lunch with me quietly before you come at 2.30.’ So I went and I laid down in her flat, I almost felt sick, I really was absolutely terrified. [Laughs]. It’s crazy isn’t it? But I just was very scared.

