‘Always great fun: particularly when there was a row going on’: memories of the 1922 Committee
CLIP 1: Dudley Fishburn by Richard Coombs, C1503/192, 2, 18.10-19.30
I went straight in, and it was a 1922 committee. It’s the one in which the Prime Minister addresses the 1922 committee, which was once a year, traditionally. So Maggie comes in […] she has to make a thumping speech, and of course what is more convenient to use as her theme but our triumphant by-election result. Being Maggie, she knew how to do those things, and she knew me, she bigged me up something ludicrous [laughs]. And I thought ‘what is going on here.’ ‘We’re so lucky, and of course it was the candidate, we need more people like Dudley.’ It was all nonsense, of course it is, but it was probably the high moment of my parliamentary career on day 6!

CLIP 2: Sir John Hannam by Philip Aylett, C1503/109, 2 [42.20-43.15]
We would have meetings in which we’d discuss all the issues that had been raised, and the feelings that were being expressed. Our role then was then to have regular meetings both with ministers on big issues, and with the Prime Minister on a regular basis. We would then go along, maybe have working lunch with her or just a working meeting – with John Major it was usually a working meeting around the table. We’d all allocate the different issues we wanted to raise, we’d all then say our piece, and then we’d get the responses from the PM. Then go away and analyse what we’d got, or what we hadn’t got. Usually one came away having had quite an enjoyable chat but saying that we didn’t actually get any of the assurances we wanted!

CLIP 3: Olga Maitland by Emma Peplow, C1509/139, 7, 59.05-59:20
By and large it was basically business of the week, but very occasionally there was a special occasion, like say when John Major decided to stand down his leadership. Then the 1922 committee room was just packed, with everybody banging the desks and one thing and another so it was quite a lot of drama.


